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the vagina shortly before service, and the injection is not
infrequently followed by conception and pregnancy.
DIRECT EXAMINATION,
Recognition of Abnormalities of the Female Genital Organs
and their Treatment,
In all cases of sterility a careful rectal and vaginal examina-
tion should be made where possible in order to ascertain
whether there are any lesions present in the genital organs
and what treatment is required, or whether there is any
prospect of fertility being restored.
An opinion on the latter point often requires considerable
experience as well as expertness in the examination of the
genitals. Before making the examination the animal should
be fasted over night, and prior to that the cow or heifer should
preferably be fed on dry food. The rectal examination should
first be undertaken, and for doing this the nails of the hand
should be clipped short and the hand and arm well lubricated
with soap and water. Nervous mares should have the service
hobbles applied to avoid accidents. A suitable overall should
be worn during the examination, especially of the cow. The
ovaries are first located and manipulated, and any change in
them noted. That is more readily recognized in the cow or
heifer than in the mare.
The changes occasionally noted are : want of development,
tumours, or sclerosis. The ovaries are very hard in the latter
case, and present no evidence of Graafian follicles or corpo'ra
lutea. Occasionally also, in cattle, the ovaries are not easily
detached from neighbouring tissue owing to the presence of
oophoritis. In some cases tuberculosis is responsible for this
lesion and grapes may be found in the neighbourhood. Some-
times it is due to parametritis. Inflammation of the ovary
may also be due to rough handling in the act of crushing
a corpus luteum. Hard, fibrous, or cystic ovaries may be
benefited by massage per rectum. Cystic ovaries are some-
times felt, but there is much controversy as to what may be
recognized as a cyst. A cyst in the ovary may readily be
mistaken for a mature Graafian follicle, but in contrast with
the latter it may be as large as a walnut; it is difficult to